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Tli<* Relation of" Colored Schools
to State Educational Systems..

Wo. M.

BY JOHN OGDKN.

Moat of the Southern States, in their reconstructedcapacity, have recognized colored
schools, or have made some provision for the
education of the colored people; and all seem

to manifest a willingness to grant the privileges
of education to them, on some terms.

This i9 well, as far as it goes. It is noble,
because it savors of simple justice. It is a

step in the right direction ; and as such we

hail it as the harbinger of good. It is a
*' peace-uiaker" for our distracted country;
for it is evident to any thinking ruau, that there
cau be no veaec. in a renublic like ours, while

i r &

the law9 and usages of society recognize distinctionsamong the people in their political,
social, and educational capacity, on account ot
race, condition, or color.

"We regard this first step, therefore, as a kind
of "John the Baptist/' going before pointing
out the way, and preparing the hearts and
minds of men for the full recognition of those
rights and privileges which now are the inde
feasible inheritance of every mau, woman and
child of the Republic.

This is glorious ; but it is only the light in
the wilderness through which the people are

passing. It gleams up and out through the
dark cloud, presaging the dawn of still better
days. For a season, therefore, we may consentto rejoice in this light. But shall we stop
here ? Shall we linger about this mere torch,
when the great sun is about to rise ? I trow
not. This is only the morning star, whose light
we hail. The fall blaze of sunlight is just behindthis. Let us not, therefore, be content
with mere twilight, however far this may be in
advance of the dark night of slavery we have
ju*t*passed. **

Much remaius to be done.wisely done.in
0 order to secure the blessings thus proffered.
We have, as it were, stormed and taken a

strong-hold of the enemy. We have beaten
down the outer wall of political distinction.
To-day the Goddess of Liberty bends a benignantsmile upon a nation that has smitten anotherband from off the limbs of a long oppressedpeople. To-day a shout ascends from
one end of oar land to the other, 44 The fifteenthamendment is a part of the fundamental
laws of the nation !" 44 All men are equal be-
fore the law." Amen to this, toe say! But
what next? We have beaten down the wall of
political distinction. But this is onlj- an earthwork.We have planted our standard in full
view of the enemy, but he still holds on in the
inner citadel of social prejudice. He has made
a last, a final stand. Here he has entrenched
Himself, and is determined to resist U9, not with
sword and bayonet, as heretofore, but with what
is still more potent.with guile, with appeals
to popular ignorance and prejudice, arousing
the spirit of persecution and the worst passions
of the people.
Now, these things can be met and overcome

only by the higher exercise of reason and religion; in other words, by education. The
great battle with ignorance and prejudice, and
all their concomitant evils, is yet to be fought;
or, we might say, is now being fought. The
war is still raging in the region of ideas; and
the realm of truth resounds with the clash of
arms. The conquests to be won here are

transcendently greater in their results than any
yet won upon the battle-field of mere physical
strife.
We think, we do not over estimate the work,

when we say the greater,part of it lies yet beforeus. Some of the physical and political
hindrances, to be sure, have been removed.
Bat who is so blind as not to see that the minds,
hearts, and habits of the enemies of freedom
and education are yet unchanged ? Do not recentdevelopments in the legislation of some
of the States show this? When were there
greater animosity and bitterness ever exhibited,
either in political or social relations? It is
the work of a life time to change the belief and
the habits ef a people. It must be wrought by
the slow process of education and growth.
Let the public mind be enlargod and liberalized
i jr. A-T i- ii t_i a
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party prejudice and pride. All other issues
sink before this. Legislation alone can never

effect it. The minds and hearts of the people
must be changed before a reform can be calculatedupon.
We say, therefore, the work is before us;

and we are not of those who would capitulate,
or even compromise, until the work is done.
Truth gains nothing iu the end by yielding
even temporarily to error. Better even stir
up strife than settle down in a dangerous and
wicked peace. Then, we would ask what is to
be gained by yielding a tacit assent to what jwe all know to be wrong in principle and
wrong in practice? We refer now to the policy
adopted in most, if not all, the States, where
schools have been provided for colored people,
of compelling separate schools for the two
races. This is allowing error in principle to
go to seed in practice. It is allowing it to
grow and to take root under the protecting
tfcgis ol the law.

It is claimed by some however, to be a matterof policy, for the present only ; ami that
when this needless prejudice ceases, a more
liberal course can be adopted, liut cannot any
one see that this will have a direct tendency to
continue and to whlen the chasm already existingbetween the two races ? Is it not panderingto a wicked prejudice, that only waits an

opportunity, to exhibit all its ancient bitterness?
And then again we are told that "some of the

people would not send their children to schools
opened alike to both races." It is more than
likely there are just such people ; and it is for
their benefit, and for the sake of lesseuiug their
numbers, that we should recommend the measure.We have fools in all ages of the world,
and are likely still to have for ag»*s yet to come;
but this is no good reason why we should legislateto perpetuate folly, and thus to multiply
this race indefinitely. Suppose these people
do not send their children to these schools,
what then? Whose fault is it? Who are the
sufferers, to be sure ? Who but those who perpetuatethe folly ? But would not a due amount
of letting alone be a benefit to such people ?
For whose benefit were, and are, these common
schools established? Manifestly for all who
will avail themselves of their advantages. If
for all, then all should have a voice in their
mana^meut; and no distinction can be made
withr doing violence tq a Republican form of

/

./

government Hnt if f >r a olas*. then which
cInm? To whi<*h «h>«*a h** "t \tr owe tho fronterobligation,. to the rich rebel or to the poor
slave? To those who fought ayntrisf our

country anil government, or those who f light
for them ? To those who spurn the advantages
thus held out to them, or those who with hungrylonging, are reaching out their hands for
them ? Whose interest must the laws consult,
if one more than the other, #r one and not the
other ?
But wo do not propose to draw distinctions.

We only ask for justice and^unpartial representationbefore the law. law should
Louke no distinction. It aliOTminot even allow
the exercise of partiality, even though the peoplethemselves, in their blindness, should demandit. Let common schools be peaceably
providod for by the organic laws of these States,
and nothing said about color or caste.no speciallegislation, no meddling with that which
the laws cannot regulate ; and let the matter
be submitted to the people themselves, restrainedonly by our Constitution as now amended,and in less than one generation this t roublesomeprejudice will be dead. But legislate for
it, and submit to it, and you make it respectable,and provide for its indefinite continuance.
Who would thiuk of this state of things continuingalways, or even for a century ? It is

only the ci .ire of slavery. Slavery is dead,
and this, too, must die some time; and the
sooner our Legislatures strike the death blow,
by letting it alone, the sooner it will ne out 01

our way. The voice of the people to-day, if
unfettered by party rule, would suiite it down.
Reason, common sense, and a sense of justice,
demand that our people rise up out of theso
muddy ruts into which centuries of wrong and
oppression have thrown them.
We propose in our next to show the ill economyof supporting two schools in one district,

where one would answer all the purposes.

A Trip to Cuba.

BY JOHN A. FRITH.

441 would not give a smack for the man who,
having visited foreign countries, cannot tell a

a word about it."
Twelve days might bo considered a very

pleasant run from New York to S. Jago de
Cuba; and even supposing the voyage had been
boisterous, tho sailing lip the bay of Santiago
alone would fully repay the tourist,.the water
so placid.the scenery with its innumerable
little peninsulas so beautiful.the fishermen's
cottages so primitive.the hills i>f El Covre
on the left so tall and majestic.and the city
just peeping out "ahead" presents a coup
d'oeil really grand and tropical. And if anythingis wanting to complete the panorama, it
is filled up by the coasters, merchantmen, and
neat Spanish guuboats, such as tho "Vad-ras"
or " Guadelquiver." The old-fashioned Moro
at the entrance must be mentioned, without
which a Spanish port would be insignificant.

After the formality of presenting passport,
is over, permission to land is generally given
by the harbor-master, and the stranger is soon

ashoro and pleased with the various scenes
which each corner displays to the discerning
eye. lie finds tho inhabitants hospitable, the
restaurants inviting and cheap, notwithstandinghe has always heard to the contrary. Some
articles aro very highly marked, 1 admit; for
instance, if one wishes to treat himself to a

dashing 44 Panama," he must go to calle do St.
Tomas, look up a hat establishment and be ac- |
comraodated to any color, shape, or price.
Select a [good "Panama" for six ounces, or

$100, " dub " it on without ribbon, and you
will feel as though your head was worth something,and that you could do something desperato.So you enter "La Longa," and staud
drinks fur the crowd, say teu all told. You expectto pay handsomely for tho honor, because
you fancy you are in a dear country; but the
" dependiente" only charges you $1 for the
round, and will perhaps offer you a cigar, as a

dozen other people will do during the day, bywayof compliment.
It is very noticeable by strangers witb what

etiquette a Cuban handles a cigar. To give
the mouth or wet end of a cigar to a person solicitingfire, might be interpreted, " I would
as soon throw it in your face as 001." To take
fire of a gentleman's cigar, throw away the
"but" aud give a cigar in return, would make
you in his estimation anything but a gentleman.You arc expected to return the " but,"
however shoit it may be, and let the owner

throw it away himself; it being considered polite,when a gentleman gives a cigar, for the
recipient to take fire from him also.
Such a formula of cigar etiquette might be

considered by strangers very awkward and tedious; but in practice, it is very easy and elegant.To see foreigners having to use both
hands to return your cheroot, (of which, by
the way, he has lit the small instead of the
larger end,) with the fire end presented to vou,
has a very awkward appearance. The good
Spanish rule is, never turn a cigar in its transit,
nor in receiving the cigar afterwards. 1 mean,
always give the fire end to the person soliciting
fire, and he will, or should, return it mouth
end to you again. Our 41 thanks " is also dispensedwith by a motion of the hand, up and
dow n, perpendicularly.which must be seen in
practice to be appreciated. In Cuba, you can

request light of cigar from any person, without
respect to class, color, or creed. Custom establishesa 44 do unto others as you would wish
them to do unto you,*' iu smoking.
Hating lighted my cigar, I crossed over to

the opposite shore, in a small steamer, for the
purpose of visiting the copper mines. The
train was about starting from near the pier
and I must confess to some little amazement
at a road oil an angle something more than
30'; but tho peculiarities of this road are not
so startling as the first mile of the commence-
ment of the road in the valley of Trinidad de

1 Cuba, which is not only very angular, but very
i inclined, and built on trestles or piles some
twenty feet above the marsh,

i El Covre (or copper-town) takes its name from
the metal found in its vicinity. The mines are
worked by an English company ; the laborers
are Welshmen, and the ore is transported byrailway to the company's wharf, and shippedto England.

Occasionally on the Sabbath this raw rnate.rial of Welshmen amuse themselves by a rough'
set to " in the Plaza. Neither the inhabitantsnor police interfere, although they fight' without license from the magistrate. Noujinterference is traced to the fact that the Spaniardsare fond of (John) Bullfighting, and supposingthey were not, neither Spanish nor Kng:lish is understood by their Celtic-ships auy] more than the Biscayan dialect is by the Cas'

tillanos. The company's agents ajone have or
can exerciBe power over them. £ (Speaking of the difficulty in understanmfe^Celtic, reminds me of a story told in Cuba,
why ail Biscayans go to heaven. In ancient

times. tt is said. Mis Satanic Majesty look up
lilt ni'<» ii4 iliiit 4jvmi f'l«»\ini'f mi tin* north
of Spain. After a residence of seven years, lie
only succeeded in actjuirin.; two words.Lord
and wuter. Now, reasons his majesty, litis is
l»>i*t time here ; the dialect <d' this people is iu,
surmountable ; I shall never he ahle to tempt
them, because I eanmt talk the lingo, and they
do not understand mine ; besides, the few words
I do know are very mueh against me. " Water" would Squat out the fire in my engine-!
room, and " Lord " is the very word and per-
son 1 wish them to forget. So the Devil left f
in disgust, and went (1 presume) to Fifth
street (south) Philadelphia, where I noticed he
has many disciples, or perhaps to Utah, said to
he the capital of his kingdom. Thus, you will
observe why all Biscayana go to heaven.
Many years ago, when the mines were first

opened, a Virgin culled I'd Virgin del Covre j
was found to dwell therein, and is known to the
Catholic world by the many cures she has effectedwhen appealed to by people suffering
from diseaso, or other afilietions. A rude sort
of church was built for her, and there she has
remained, notwithstanding that gorgeous pro-
cessions, both church and military, have en-

deavored to conduct her to the elegant Cat he-
dral of St. dago. About the mouth of dune,
hundreds of penitents from different parts of
Cuba, and even from Europe, congregate
around this church, waiting in turn to give
thanks for deliverances from troubles which
the Virgin has effected, and alio to contribute 1

their one, or may he, sixty doubloons to her ]
treasury. I noticed one gentleman from 11 a- 1

vana who promised when on a sick bed, that if
he recovered he would walk to her from 11a-,
vana, a distance of five hundred miles, carry a

burden of fourteen pounds, and beg his bread L
on the road, in order to show his gratitude for ri

her services conferred. Such is the life about
El Covre. Some come by steam, some in <

coaches, and some on foot, while many fall ly
the way-side exhausted, and perish for want of
shelter on long journeys, and some come regu-
larly every year. 1

I am told, the Virgin never condescends to 1

speak to any person, except to the officiating <

Priest, but merely moves her eyes to the penitents.Thousands of copper crosses are made j
annually from the copper of these mines,
blessed by the Priest, and sold to her disciples. 1

It requires a strong (!) mind to believe that the ]
movement of the eyes goes to say so much even
in these days of electricity. An operator at
St. dago, by the movement of his fingers on his
telegraphic apparatus in a peculiar way, con-

veys certain signs to the operator in Havana,
which goes to say something; so does the Vir- ,

gin by the movement of her eyes speak words
of encouragement and consolation to her he
lievers. 1 say audi alteram partem, or to givo
a free translation, " A snake in the grass." <

One great eye-sore to the intelligent Cubans ]
is that u Domestic institution." It prevents <

the poor whites from making themselves hon-
orable and industrious citizens, and members i
of good society. It prevents them from being
elevated to the position of their better educated ,

countrymen ; in a word, making them inferior .

to tlje slaves ; no one cares about them, because <

one is not directly benefitted by them.]
It is now several years since a company was i

formed for the purpose of employing free labor
instead ol slavo labor. Several estates in the
jurisdiction of Havana have, for some years,
employed free labor with apparent success ; but
this kind of labor does not meet with universal
approbation, being an infringement on the "in- i

stitution.",
Grant's arm was strong enough to crush out

slavery in the Southern States, ami strong <

enough to do the same thing in Cuba ; hut from i

the Fish (ey) peculiarities of the caso, I fear ]
Grant's arm is not long enough to reach Cuba. (

If owever, the day will come, must come, even i

when Cuba will boast of her liberal institu- .

tions ; glorious liberty to the suffering slaves. |

The insurgent general of Cuba has made the ^
opening. God and right, I trust, will raise up .

a 14 Lincoln" in Cuba to complete the work, a <

Grant to strike the blow, and make the " ever

faithful Island" the "Gem of the Antilles#"
11 is apparent to every stranger, however

temperate or unexpanded his ideas, that Cubans
look foiward to a better state of country than
at present enjoyed under the Spanish yoke.
The introduction of Africans as slaves is

strictly prohibited by law ; yet it does not re-

quire much tact to lind in the Eastern department(IMjG) that depot for the landing and re-,

ceiving fresh cargoes, in the Southern part of
Guantanamo, in the interest of a very wealthy
French house, and under the supervision of a

son of the Emerald Isle.
It would ho impossible to employ these newlyarrived slaves on estates in face of the Gov-

eminent Manors, were mey not oiinueu ny goiu.
Spanish gold makes a great difference with of-
ficials in Cuba, in the performance of their
duty. Every slave must have his title deed
from Government, and he baptized by the
priest, otherwise he is liable to confiscation,
ami is afterward known as an emancipado.

This emancipated article, or government
slave, has a curious history. He is indentured
by government to an^estate for seven years to

pay expenses, and at the end of that time is
entitled to freedom, but strange to say, seven

years in Cuba is a lifetime : consequently the
cmancipado finds himself in the field with slaves,
fares ami is treated as such in every particular.
Now suppose an estate slave dies ; notice is
given to government that one of the indentured
einavctpados is dead: the proprietor therefore,
instead of losing a slave by death, makes the
emancijHtdo assume the dead slave's name im-

' mediately .papers corresponding are already
in hand, and this transmuted thing is smack
smooth a slave for the eyes of the inspector,
religiously instructed to "obey your master"
until the grand geometrician of the Universe j
sumi see lit to remove mm to toe regions where
the "weary are at re*t."
On the whole, the slaves of Cuba are well

.treated and cared for, particularly domestic
servants. Exceptions ofcourse are found to
the rule. Foreigners who go to Cuba to make
the greatest amount of money in the shortest;
timo, generally employ foreign overseers, with
a like object in view. Mr. John Chinaman or

Mr. Darkey, in such hands, have their existencelaid out for seven years' work, and at the
expiration of that period are expected to lie

'
down and die, because there is no more work
in them.
The introduction of C'hiuese in Cuba is a

failure. They often murder entire families :

suicides are frequent, believing thereby they
free themselves from their Pharaohs, and that
their spirits return to celestial China.
Cuban slave laws are very stringent on the

Master, and fair for the slave. A Spaniard of
Trinidad do Cuba was recently sentenced to

.'seven years' hard labor in the chain gang at
Ceuta, for mal-treatment of a slave girl. The
Governor of Colon (a Colonel in the Spanish j

(iriny.)the Uriost, and some «>tI r 0IV1 ci;ii- vw rr

tii hi] and traimporlcu to tin- »uuie It- i

tress for couuiving at the introduction of <

slaves; The I'oloticl at lirst ('fleeted an o .'ape ,y

to tin: United States, seated himself in the t

Editorial eliair of "El Uronistu" in New York, c

the .Spanish Ambassador at Washington in- 1
fluoneed Mr: Seward to deliver him to Spanish I
authority, and he was taken to Uuha, tried \

and convicted, as I have stutid. The priest {
was punished for signing false baptismal pa- i

pers making newly arrived Africans,.4,Ure- <

>lcs".a shock to infallibility. (
Each jurisdiction litis a sort of guardian 1

council. A slavo wishing to purchase his liberty, t

hut not able to obtain his masters consent, lias i
only to appear before the council (if he can) ^

liave a value fixed on himself lodge the amount s

and obtain his freedom lawfully. To deposit j
half of his valuation, protects the slave from t

being sold without his consent, or out of the f

jurisdiction of his present abode. c

There are also instances of slaves being well a

educated ; they collect rents, look after pro- t

perty, make the deposits at the Uank, and re- t
mittances to their masters in Europe. Some r

slaves are so contented with the protection they 1
enjoy as such, that they will neither buy nor I
accept freedom. In a few instances, they are

wealthy and, like all Creoles,havethat pathetic ^

love of country so much at soul that they «

could not be happy in any other placo. A case I
resembling this description came under my c

very notice at Cardenas.whilst on the other f
hand, money subscribed, the supplications of t
the Havana press, and the sympathy of many i
liberal hearts, failed to liberate the Phcvnix of a

vEsop in the form of yo slave of Trinidad do I
Cuba. t

It is a world-known fact, thai the ladies of r

Cuba (like the ladies of Washington) deport I
themselves in the street with a majestic air po- t
culiar to |heinselves. They wear no2 covering c
for the head, the rattling of their fans and 3
sweeping of the sidewalks with their long <

trailed dresses (lNGu) together with their polite v

"(i dios caballeroa" can only be compared to s
to the inestimable and courteous dispositions fl

jf the talented Philadelphia ,ladies. jr
The Cubans are intelligent, active in busi- s

uess, Extraordinarily friendly, and make their t
mark in various parts of the world, as they c

would do in their own country, if they enjoyed
liberty of the press, liberty to think, held some c
trust under their government, or could have a t
voice in home politics. This "keepyour mouth t
shut" government tends not only to embarrass a

the illiterate, but also to make the intelligent t

portion of the community adopt an ignorance f

[>f things and country not characteristic of
them. A fear of saying something wrong (

makes the Cubans speak well of everything «.

ilone by government, when he often knows the f
contrary would be the right sort of thing. If <

lie is an editor, ami produces an article on the i
wrong of things, persons, places, laws, or a

powers that be, the censor of the press, who t
reads and approves the paper before publica- t

lion, immediately cuts it out, and Mr. Editor
iind Printer, lroin want of time and "copy/'
sends out his paper to the world with tbo LIimiU
jt the space of said article; or, if time admits,
lie tills the -vacuum with an article, in large
type, praising the efficacy of Bristol's Sarsapurilla.
A better system of education is being ex- t

tended than heretofore. There are colleges at i

Havana, where the sons of the " ever-faithful }
Isle "

can graduate and take professions in law,
medicine, the church, dentistry, engineering, t
i)r in any other branch of education.
The employment of American engineers on

estates is fust being supplanted by Cuban
youths.not so much for the efficiency of the
latter, as the intemporate habits and extragant
lemauds of the former. This class of artisans
readily receive $100 per month for their valuableservices, and, in case of a scarcity of engineersin the middle of a crop, often demand
extraordinary prices for their indispensable
services. Oftentimes they are right in their
demands, but, as I said before, the want of
strict attention is fast driving them out of the
country.
Between April and October, Cuba is not the

right kind of place for foreigners of European
birth: yellow fever takes particular charge,
sometimes without respect to class, country,
color, or creed. The Spanish yoke of despotic
rule still prevails. Cuba's sous could be more

united. One will boast of being a Creole, but
will emphatically impress on your attention <.

the fact of liis father being a Spaniard, and ac- (

ccpts.the situation of affairs in the premises, <.

Another will tell you that he is a Creole by i

father and mother ; looks on himself as a native I
of the soil ; wishes for annexation with the i

United States, liberty, free press, religious
toleration, [liberlad de los Cultos,) and every 1
other thing in conformity to the boasted nine-
tcentli century. To^ conclude, making allow- !

ance for peculiarities of religion and education,
there are 110 warmer hearted and hospitable
people on the face of this earth, that 1 have
seen, who are more deserving to he dealt by
even as they wish to do unto others, than the
Cut is. That she may gain her independence
at a very early day is my fervent prayer. 1 tea

la Rei'dtfica de Cuba ! Viva! <

11kr.ml'i»a, April 1, 1870. '

tliira us a Field (da- missions.

BY OEOROK B. VASITOV.

The grand division of Africa, interesting to
th#» (><>btreil rflcn in this Western World as its

deccndants, is, under a religious point of view,
peculiarly interesting to all persons, by reason

of the intimate connection existing between its

history and that of the sacred record. In that
record, frequent mention is made of it, from
the days when Abraham was a sojourner in the
land of Egypt, until that time when the parents
of the infant Jesus found there a refuge for him
from the cruelty of Herod. To the children
of Israel, the chosen people of Jehovah, that
land was an object of continued remembrance ;
for the celebration of the Passover recalled to I
their minds yearly, the days of their cruel
bondage theve, and their Clod-wrought deliver- j
auee therefrom. It is not, therefore, a matter
of wonder, that the royal Psalmist, influenced
by these memories, and divinely inspired to

foresee the manifestation of the Omnipotent
Glory toward all nations, should exultingly
chant the lyric strain."Princes "shall come

out of Egypt; Ethiopia shall soon stretch out

her hands unto God." This prediction, like
others in Holy Writ, found an anti-typical fulfillmentin thetcoming of Sheba's queen to Jerusalemin order to satisfy herself of King Solomon'smagnificence and wisdom; und like
others, awaits, doubtless, its plenary fulfillmentintho evangelization of those now benightedlauds.
Such is the connection of Africa with the Old

Testament record; and equally interesting is
its connection with that of the New. From its

J

h -1 < ifiK' Sum M <<1 < vr» t « *t|o »M '

rum t h manic i in uni !. r- tint Mark *j»- aks
>f lum. wn?, in nli proha' ilily. a folh>wci I cur

iftvior. ami win. ha> in<r l>co;< re, n -,\
>n«*li l»y tin* infuria cd i.ioh on tlmwav to th<>
Tucifixion. was compelled to bear tin* cross of
is fainting Lord up the steep of Calvary. Ami.
Vom within its con linos, too, came tin* first concertof whom special mention is made, after the
lentecostal descent of the Holy Spirit,.the
ninister high in authority under Candace,
pieen of Ethiopia. The traditions of the
'hnreh. also inform us, that the Apostle
Matthew bore to the country just mentioned,
he ^lnd tidings of a world redeemed, and persliedthero as a martyr to the faith. And, if
ve are to give credence to Swedenborg, this
lowing of the Word by the Apostle bore its
>erfect fruit; for that modernseer declares,
hat he saw, in apoca]vptic vision, a pure
Church still existing Air in the recesse* of Afria,.sopure, indeed, as to merit and enjoy eontautcommunication with the celestial world
hrough angels ascending and descending coninually,.andguarded from outward contamilationby a cordon of deserts fortified by maariousatmospheres, by troops of ravenous
leasts and by tribes of men equally ferocious.
But,*who, by searching, can find out Hod?"

A' )iA /'On *a /*n f r» o *n in^.\ *l»o *./w. ^ f II* « ^
V>4»11 pvuonawv iiltu UlC OUUl'b Ul 1111 CUUIiicls,and declare why, in His providence, a

lortion of the Earth, known and settled imme-
liately after tlie dispersion from Babel, was

lorinitted to continue enveloped in obscurity
lirough forty centuries,.-its history unknown.
ts geography almost amere conjecture.itself,
in enigma as hard to solvo as that of its symbolicSphinx ? Whatever reply may he made
o these inquiries, this is certain,.that it was

eserved for Park and Iiruce, for the brothers
zander, and other travelors of our own age
o pierce the mystery in which Africa was

'nshrouded. Not a decade of years has
:et elapsed since Captains Speko and CJrant,
>(' Her Britannic Majesty's East Indian Serice,elcctrilicd the world by discovering the
iources of the Nile,.an achievement which,
iccording to an old Latin adage, was tbo synolymof any enterprise hopeless in undertaking
md impossible of accomplishment. Nor have
he missionaries of the Cross been idle. Many
)f them, among whom Mofiatt and Barthe, and
'specially Livingston, may be cited, in obedisnceto the divine injunction, "Co ye into all
die world, and preach the gospel to every crea-

,ure," have visited that quarter of the globe ;

md, as the result of their researches, have ad-
led much to our knowledge in reference to it
md its people.
But, for this addition, we are not indebted

mly to scientific and missionary enterprises,
fust iwo years ago, war, that terrible lightninglashwhich serves, at times, to disperse the
louds of ignorance and error, has lent its aid
n adding to that knowledge. An unwonted
ipectacle has challenged the gaze of the naions,upon the plateaux of Abyssinia,.Europe
md Africa in coullict.an army under the haulerof Saint George arrayed against that of a

nonarch who claimed descent from the Israelttoil Itlolc 4«*o W* llulhoq

estantism in battle with a Christianity cnrraftcdby the Greek Church upon a Judaism
lating hack to the period of the first Temple,.
n fine, the last and crowning world civilizaion,whose watchword and onward-cry is the
lame of Jesus, in duel with one of the effeto
,ret lingering civilizations of a far-oft" past.
Such ware tho forces brought face to face on

he 10th day of April, 1808,.a day marked
is Uoou f nutty in our caienuar, auu coiuim*iuu- i

ative of the crucifixion of our Lord. Let us

rust, that, in this contest, all that was vile
md earthy in the African genius and mode
>f thought received its death-blow, and that a

glorious future will prove the following Easter
Monday to have been marked by a greater
;vcnt than the destruction of the city of Maglala,or the fall of tho Abyssinian King Theolore,.thatit may have been marked, in fact,
jy the resurrection of all that was grand and
spiritual in the pristine glory of Africa.
Let us assume that, through tlio various agen:iesreferred to, tho African field of missions is

eady for tho laborer. It is a field rich in its

promise of saving souls; for it covers an area

)f nearly 11,000,000 square miles, and gives
sustenance to a population of 100,000,000. It
s a field, also, inviting to the courageous soldier
>f the Cross, by reason of tho very obstacles
which he will have to encounter, lie will be
jailed upon to do battle with almost every form
)f religious error,.with fcticliism, reveling in

levil-worship.with Mahometanism, defiant
ind aggressive.with a corrupt Christian ism,
jigotod by the superstitions and trivial controversiesof more than fourteen centuries.

In this field, who shall he the laborers ?

During the past lew years protestant France
and Germany, Great Britain and the United
States, have made answer to this inquiry by
sending thither numbers of their devoted sons.

But a malignant climate is continually decimatingthose numbers, and rendering those doomed
missionary stations, in very deed, the forlorn
hope of the invading armies of Christendom.
Still, the processes by which Africa has been
opened up for missionary ellbrt, seem to indi-
sate such as apeak the English tongue as special
laborers therein. ^I»ut its climate, baleful with
fevers before which the Caucasian race succumbs,sternly insists that those laborers shall
1)0 homogeneous with the aborigines of that
land. Where shall a class of laborers, possessedof those two distinct requirements, be
found? Where, save among those descendants
of Africa, who have been taught the blessings
of civilization and Christianity in the United
States of America? And, if they provo to be,
in fact, the fore-ordained ministers in this great
work, then are the purposes of Cod's providencein the fathers' enslavement made apparent,.thenis the Divine agency in their oppressionduring more than two huudred years,
amply and satisfactorily vindicated.

Short sighted mo'tals could see in this enslavementnothing except its iniquity ; or, at

best, could only discern an incidental good in
this particular,.that, by the enforced migrationof a people, God iuteuded to make manifest,that He hud "made of one blood all nationsof men for to dwell on all tho face of the
earth." They could not see, that this migration,in its reHuent tide, would wash back upon
the despoiled shore of Africa, in the form of
Christian civilization, a pearl 4 richer than all
its tribes.'

Surely, in view of all the facts connected
with this matter, the Divino purpose seems to

be, the evangelization of Africa through the

agency of Afric-Americaus. At the very periodof time when that continent is opened up
to missionary effort, tho slave power in America
rushes suicidally into rebellion j and its aforetimevictims, freed from their shackles, prove,
by their undaunted courage as soldiers, by their
unfaltering devotion as patriots, that they are

worthy of all the franchises that a grateful

A. .
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M«'.I the suuie great rrul, h.iv l» on »' w rV.
1 he 1111 ) ' band of A Trie ^morioan *" 1»r. -1 a? *

alio. iu the fir>t tjuarter of thi* century hr I
heeii constrained, through s« re | eel. to f rm
themselves into separate cc les'-istieal or. mi
/.a iocs. had. by the Messin g of I iod, triumphed
over all oppositions, had enlarged it-, h. rdors.
and thus stood ready, at the inoiuent of their
brethren's disenthralmcnt, to welcome them
within their palo. And now, after fifty-two
years of existence, they stand before the world
powerful religious denominations. Without
overlooking others of those, there is the AfricanMethodist Episcopal Church, strong in
more than twenty conferences, presided over by
seven bishops and comprising nearly one thou
sand churches, wherein an adequate supply of
ministers, pure in their Christian life and.
(to say the least.) respectable in their theologicalattainments, officiate for congregations
numbering in the aggregate more than a millionof their race.

With all this power at command, and with
the missionary machinery already organized,
what is to hinder the A. M. K. Church and kinJ1 1 _* A? 41*1 < "»

area denominations mat nave so otton worsted
the devil in this country, from " carrying the
war into Africa" ? Is it thnt they lack a base
of operations in that quarter? Even, in this
particular, tho Slave Power, in its blind hatred
of tho free negro, has unwittingly provided one.

The Liberian colony, devised in 1817, as a

safety-valve to insure the perpetual security of
slavery, exists now, in 1970, upon the Western
Shore of Africa. But it exists, transformed into
an independent republic, growing daily into
greater and greater consideration among the
nations of the earth, and olfering itself as the
needed base, whence an army of Afric-Amcrieanmissionaries can move on northward, castwardand southward, to tho conquest, in tho
name of Immanuel, of the entire continent of
Africa.

The IBig Claim.

BY GUI.. JACOBUS.

Claims as extensive and various as there are

circumstances to create them, are pressed with
the strongest ptea9 against injustice and for
justice, and for citizens rights, by all the dwellerswithin our countless domain for some supposedor real infringement upon their several
privileges, properties, and possessions, on which
the grand army of progress have been suspected,or really have made some invasion.
Foes ro the commonwealth come up to the legal
seat boldly, and plead a constitution that cannotbe violated, cither by executive or judicial
authority.per force.to the great heart of the
nation, against infringement on their absolute
safeguard, the great written charter of the peoples'rights. This great charter (as it is the
voice of the people) ib heaven's law.( I'ox
pvpuli cox Dei).we uphold inviolate as the
" law of laws," and upon this foundation we

plead our big claim.
There is scarcely a clod of earth upturned in

Uirtea (bnown tvo tho tiluvp lu:it

have not been wetted with sweat, or blood, or

tears of the involuntary toilers " of the soil!
That soil was rendered prolific of wealth to the
whole of the Inited States, and was the grand
source of finance to the Government in meetingits exchanges abroad with foreign natious.
The banking counter of our sterling was the
cotton bale, and which amply represented our

A 1 T.I T~v * 1 .

goiu capital 111 TiUrope. msauvantageous us

was that labor, and characterised, to say the
loast, by an apprenticeship system, that is
green, unskilled, and merely bound to be disciplinedby the lash, fettered by a chain, and unwillingbecause unpaid, unintellectual because
but mere mechanical brute force, and a tyrant
its intelligence !

Disadvantages waged war with every foot of
Southern progress, and circumvented to a great
extent the development of the resources of that
prolific clime. But with all, with manacles
upon free action, concerted co-operation retarded,yet this ponderous labor arrested the
attention of the world by its intrinsic and immenseproductions. It moved elements that
clothed billions of earth's sons, and opened avenuesfor the gold of nations to he poured into
the coffers of the owners of these sons of toil.
England grasped at a large portion of those
growing advantages.was so tenacious of their
value tbat she drew around her interest a protectionby prohibiting the exportation from her
dominions of any weaving and spinning machinery,even confiscating the vessels found to
contain them. And what was tho motive for
this? That the elements which those "toilers"
of the South produced was of that value to
their national wealth and their permanent prosperity.American, British, French, Uermaa,
&e. shipping were enlarged, and specifically
employed in the trade of the South, and were

commonly distinguished by the appellation of
cotton boxey. These were filled with the productionsof these degraded "toilers" of the
soil, which gave wealth to those nations ami
employment to millions of their subjects. At
this a question arises : Where can a country be
found possessing more abundant and substantialelements of trade ami wealth, in the soil,
climate, rivers, seaboard, water power, minerals,agricultural produce, and ready labor, now
waiting for the nation's enterprise to add an

incalculable amount of wealth to its treasury <

In 1S59 and GO tho cotton crop aggregated
some tive millions (f>,000,000) of bales, aver

^'ur hundred pounds each, (400 lbs.,)
which, at ten cents (10 ets.) per pound, amount*

to two hundred million of dollars (£20< l,O00,OoO)
in gold. This is the estimated value of one

item rakod from this stultified labor. In additionto this, these "toilers 'of tho soil produced
all thoy needed for their provisions, both ani
mal and vegetable; and there was no drawbackin this respect. .Besides, they produced
someone hundred millions of dollars in tobacco,
grain, iron, coal, timber, and atone. The)

I gave you fish and lruit, landings for your ships
aud highways lor your travel. They rescued
millions of the broad acres from the savngt
mau and obnoxious wild beasts, and made tin
' wilderness blossom as the rose and wet*

but only fed as a beast of burden for their re

muneration ; and his last legacy for his life ol

toil was a sequestered grave, "and uot a stone
tell where he lie."

Nearly one century's records are filed in tin
courts of justice above, teeming with acts o

coercion, cruel castigation aud deprivation
1 Standing in juxtaposition with this "highei
law "." thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy
self".this 44 royal law I" and remember tha
those sufferers are immortal (witnesses).na
tions are not so.and cannot be ealled to a fu
ture account; but nations and societies mus
receive their share in the distribution of re

wards and punishments in this life, lndividu
als may bo called to answer for their unatonei

! aud responsible actions in a future state, bu

.
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«s.vi«ii .. Mi.-ivtii's. r nations. Then, we nail
up the proposition, I>oes the nation possess
ample mean a lor restitution? The question ia
clear on the homestead law. To the new emigrant,who lo'Ti-r conserved one dollar to the
c lainon wealth, there is given to each one
hundred an 1 sixty acres, \aluo (at upshot price)
Some two hundred and forty dollars, which it
would realize if sold. Therefore, the strange
emigrant is paid for coming into the country to
break up the resources of the soil.well approvedand worthy to be done.and is a star of
never-fading light in our national Siara. But
be 44just before generous.Justice demands a

compensation for labor done to those whom |
you forced to toil, to those who have enlarged
the theatre of the nation's popular greatness.
There is not much difference in the fact of not
receiving or remitting the price of two hundredand forty dollars' worth of land, and of

» i_- J > / * "

fun,uiiam*; iwo muiureu anu lortv aoilars'
worth of land to givo, while the benefit arising
from each mode is equal in its results. Here
is proof positive we have gained five hundred
(and over) dollars gold per acre from millions
of square acres, and amassed in gold enough
to moot our promises to pay, when we possessed
comparatively no national sterling ; kept exchangeat par, (and sometimes in favor.) Then,
what is calculated to result from a supineness
or negligcnee of a people's claim, that labored
involuntarily under the legal chain and lash,
and who enriched so many sovereign States,
and built up the Government in credit abroad,
which had 110 gold at home?
These men's labors with sable skins which

preachers, and professors have made a crime
punishable by law; virtually endorsed your
comparatively useless paper with their labor ;
and made it par with gold. You may draw
them to the West by homestead privileges.or
transport them ignominiously to Liberia, to
rid us of a spectacle, so grim and horribly repugnant.asjustice holds the Lamp, and exhibitto our consciences the retrospect of facts
.peering in our sorded hearts its unrelaxing
demand !.and thundering in the archives of
our reason "Evil for evil," "measure for measure."Thy brothers blood crieth unto me from
the ground!*' "Ye shall love the stranger,
for yo were strangers," in the land of the BritishKing!.and the great manifestations of
mercy to you, was your restoration to freedom
when you were detained by a tyranical government."forxc know the heart of the stranger"
.remember I have taught thee the value of
popular freedom! for is there a crime more

great, than that of detaining men in involuntaryservitude, and retainiug their wages, in a

miserable bondage ?
Leaving all other considerations aside, you

.-hall have gold for your wastes, in the swell of
tiio groat Nulionoi products ! hu\e contemplatedthat the white men, who are now the ownersof those lands, cannot cultivate them? aud
when the black man is gone, then the bittern
will boom! and the wild ueust again roar.
where the snow white fields of the Gossypiuvi
gave life, and civilization to the Southern expanseof our domain ?
Are there no lands in the South in the "possessionof the United States Government?

then sell a portion of the West, and invest in
the South.and distribute thoso rich lands now

bound up in cane-brakes, and swamp.under
the Homestead law, to white and black, who
will comply thereto. Give the colored settler
one hundred acres, and the balance in means
to begin his farm, viz : a house, an axe, a

mule, a plough, a cart, and one season's ration's
.to the actual settler : (and if you can do no

better take charge of his crop till the overplus
is repaid) and he will raise per annum, cotton
to supply your growing factories, and supply
enough of gold in foreign markets to purchase
all we require of merchandise, and pay our in;terest on the bonds they may hold. One man

and his wife will grow, and harvest a thousand
pounds of cottou in one year, which will cost
them five hundred dollars, and the balance will
be profits ; and the whole will be public wealth.
Therefore the produce of each located laborer
will average

j You have tried Gossypium on the involuntary
system, and it gave you two hundred millions
of dollars! Try it on the voluntary principle of
labor, impelled by a cheerful, personal interest
.and solve the problem of independent labor,
and soe if it will not double, and be a peruiaj
nent, and progressive increase? Give those
liberated slaves lands in the South !.First, as

a redemption of character, and in extonnation
of the wrongs we have done! Secondly, as the
leading investment, to facilitate and perpetuate
the Nations prosperity!
The claim is big.but will pay a thousand

per cent, and will liquidate our debt we owe

those people in land, rather than involuntarily*
meet the law of Ketribution.in a way that
will write a solemn memoriam.on the lintels
ot our doors m uic oioou 01 our nrsi oorn :

God said "let my people go" but they were

held fast bound until the tirst bom was slain.

»j Hca^oim and Qucri?*.
I

KV INCOONITUS.

Reasons why the Freedmen should be evangelized.
I»ocauso they are amtug the "every creature"

to whom the gospel is commanded to be

preached.^
Because they are exerting and will continue

I to exert much intlucuce fur good or for evil
upon the rising white race by whom they arc

surrounded.
i Because fiom ainoug them must come a large

part of the preachers, teachers, and colporteurs
' who are to evangelize, educate and elevate their
i own people.
[ Because the chief dependence of Africa for
t aid in the spiritual regeneration of her teem

ing millions is in the Freedmen of America.
; I Immediate and persevering efforts should be
made by all the friends uf aggressive chris.

f tianitv, without regard to sect, to prepare the
t Freedmen of the South to become the evangelizersof their brethren in Cuba, who seeni in
» the Providence of God, destined to become
f: Freedmon.

j queries.
r

Shall the Freedmen of the South be educatedand evangelized ; and by whom?

^ V\ hat is doing for the Southern christians for
the moral, mental and spiritual improvement
of the poor million Freedmen recently ernaucit

j pated and elevated to a full participation in all
the privileges of citizenship in this great Republic.Why is it that we so seldom see the

"j subject of the moral, mental, or evangelical
status of the Freedmen alluded to in our 5>outht'> eru newspapersjjf any kind 1
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